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SPRINGFIELD - Stuffed-up Illinois shoppers would have to
show aphoto ID and sign alog in order to buy most cold
medicines, under legislation Attorney General Lisa Madigan plans
to push in the fall veto session.

"[llinois should not become a hunting ground for meth makers
looking to buy or steal ephedrine and pseudoephedrine,” Madigan
said in awritten release issued Friday.

Those chemicals, common in cold medicines, are akey
ingredient in the manufacture of methamphetamine, a dangerous
stimulant that is being cooked up in basements, sheds and even
kitchensin East Central Illinois and around the state.

A state law that took effect in January limited sales of cold
medicine to two packages at atime and required stores to keep
them behind the counter or in locked cases. It also required special
training for store employees and prohibits the sale of any amount
of cold medicineif the retailer has reason to believe it will be used
to manufacture methamphetamine.

Madigan's proposal would go even further, classifying ephedrine
and pseudoephedrine "schedule V controlled substances.” The
measure would require that all such medicines be kept behind
pharmacy counters and that they only be sold to customers who
show avalid photo ID and sign alog book documenting the
purchase.

Madigan said the changes are needed because stricter laws have
been passed in neighboring states, and law enforcement reports
show methamphetamine producers from lowa, Missouri,
Kentucky and Indiana have started coming to Illinoisto try to
purchase ephedrine and pseudoephedrine.

"We must keep pace with our neighbors to ensure that Illinois
does not become the meth shopping mall of the Midwest," she
said in awritten release.
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